
Do Different Types of Media Shape Community 
Perspectives on Public Issues?
As you explore your community and what you value, think about how those things connect to 
public policy. When you ask people in your community about public policy issues, remember 
that media can influence how these issues are portrayed. Whether through news articles, social 
media posts, or other media sources, media can shape public perceptions of policy problems. By 
considering the role of media in shaping public opinion, you can better understand the broader 
context of the issues you are investigating and how they are perceived by others.

Different media types play a significant role in shaping community perspectives on public issues. 
Each media type presents information in its unique format, style, and tone, influencing how 
people perceive and understand various issues. For example, newspapers may offer in-depth 
analysis and diverse viewpoints, while television news often emphasizes visuals and short clips to 
convey information quickly. Social media platforms provide immediate access to a wide range of 
opinions and perspectives, but they can also amplify biases and misinformation due to the rapid 
spread of content. Online forums and blogs allow individuals and groups to express their views 
freely, contributing to the diversity of voices in public conversations, but they can also be based 
on personal opinions and not the expertise of others. By understanding how different types 
of media work, individuals and communities can better judge the information they see in the 
complicated information environment.

Activity: Considering the Impact of Media
Instructions

1. How do you think social media influences the way people perceive public issues compared 
to traditional news sources, like newspapers and television?

2. In what ways can media contribute to building empathy and understanding among 
community members on topics, especially when it is controversial? How can media be 
used to bridge divides and foster conversation?

Media Literacy Moment
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