Civitas Lessons on Democracy

The Rules We Live By?
This Civitas Lesson on Democracy was created by civic educators engaged in a partnership between Florida, Mississippi, Hungary, Romania, Panama, and Peru under Civitas: An International Civic Education Exchange Program, administered by the Center for Civic Education and funded by the U.S. Department of Education. The lesson writers and contributors are Angela E. Sanders, Dr. Nicole Thompson, and Nicole Miller. The Center for Civic Education and its partners invite you to teach this lesson and provide feedback to Dr. Susie Burroughs (sburroughs@colled.msstate.edu) and international@civiced.org.

Grade Level/Age: 6‒8 grade, ages 11‒14
Themes: Rules
Lesson Description: Students will analyze school rules as outlines in the school handbook.

Lesson Outcomes:

a.   Students will be able to clearly articulate the school rules.


b.   Students will be able to identify the reasons behind the school rules.

Alignment to Standards or Mandates: 

A.  NCSS- 2010 Standards- Thematic 

6. POWER, AUTHORITY, AND GOVERNANCE

Social studies programs should include experiences that provide for the study of how people create, interact with, and change structures of power, authority, and governance.

B.   NCSS- 2002 Standards- Thematic

6. Power, Governance and Authority

• enable learners to examine the rights and responsibilities of the individual in

relation to their families, their social groups, their community, and their nation;

• provide opportunities for learners to examine issues involving the rights, roles,

and status of individuals in relation to the general welfare;

• have learners explain conditions, actions, and motivations that contribute to

conflict and cooperation within and among nations;

• challenge learners to apply concepts such as power, role, status, justice,

democratic values, and influence to the examination of persistent issues and

social problems;

Alignment to Center for Civic Education Materials: 
a.   We the People, Middle School Text: Lesson 29: What are the Rights and Responsibilities of Citizens?

b.   Foundations of Democracy, Middle School Text: Justice, Unit 4

c.    Foundations of Democracy, Middle School Text: Authority, Unit 2
Interdisciplinary: This lesson combines reading skills as well as evaluation of the social studies themes. The students will have to closely read the text to determine the rules, the consequences, and the procedural due process steps.
Duration: 1 hour and 30 minutes
Permissions: None required 

Materials Required: 

a.  Chalk board or computer projector


b.  Large paper for students to write on


c.  Markers 


d. Tape to fasten the student papers to the wall

e. School handbook or list of school rules

Prior Knowledge Required/Prerequisites:  Students should have a clear understanding of authority, power, justice, and procedural due process. This activity should be completed after covering the Justice unit in Foundations of Democracy. Students should understand that rules are made after an event occurred not before.
Purpose: The students will have to analyze the reasons behind school rules and come to an understanding of why they are important.
Context: This lesson is closely tied with the concept of procedural due process.
Terms and Concepts to Understand: 

a. Procedural due process

b. Rules

c. Authority
d. Consequences

Essential Questions: What are the rules at your school designed to prevent? What examples of procedural due process are granted the students at your school?
Content and Instructional Strategies: 
a. Teacher will ask the students to brainstorm which school rules they do not like and make a list of them on the board.

b. Teacher will divide class into small groups and assign each group one of the rules that came up in the brainstorming session. Each group will be given a piece of paper and a marker.

c. Students in the small group will complete the following table on their large piece of paper:

	Rule
	Where is it found in the handbook? (page, section no., actual wording)
	What is the handbook consequence for violating this rule?

How is this an example of procedural due process?
	What would be the positive impact if this rule did not exist? 

What would be the negative impact if this rule did not exist?

Does the positive outweigh the negative? Why or why not?


d. Students will present their findings to the class. Students should be encouraged to ask questions and question assumptions.

e. Teacher will assign the final essay topic which results from the discussion: “The rules in the handbook are fair and designed to protect me.” Agree or disagree, citing specific examples in your answer.
Differentiation: 
a. The teacher can determine understanding of the terms by viewing the group answers.
b. The teacher can determine if the terms are understood in the oral reviews.
Reviewing and Using the Lesson: See the Content and Instructional Strategies above.
Extending the Lesson: 

Final writing assignment:
“The rules in the handbook are fair and designed to protect me.” Agree or disagree, citing specific examples in your answer.
Enrichment Activities: 
a. If students feel strongly that a rule is not just, have them write a letter to the authorities at the school explaining their reasoning.

b. Have students make posters that explain the logic of the rules to the other students in the school and hang those in the halls.

c. Have the students look up old laws that appear out of date and determine the reasoning behind those laws. A good source in the US is http://www.dumblaws.com. 
Assessment:  The final activity should serve as the cumulative assessment, as the students will identify the issues in their essays.
This lesson is provided for nonprofit classroom or youth group use only. No other use of this lesson is permitted without the specific written permission of the copyright holder. Posting this lesson to any website is strictly prohibited. To request permission to use this lesson for any other purpose, please contact Dr. Susie Burroughs (sburroughs@colled.msstate.edu). 
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