Presidential Action

· In 1793, George Washington issues The Proclamation of Neutrality. It announced that the United States intended to remain “friendly and impartial” toward the belligerents and called upon American citizens to do nothing that violated that sprit.

· In 1832, Andrew Jackson issues The Nullification Proclamation. The order outlines Jackson’s argument against nullification of federal taxes and secession by South Carolina

· In 1862, Abraham Lincoln issues E.O. 1, establishing military courts in Louisiana. General Butler issued his “Women’s Order” directing that if “any female shall by word or gesture or movement insults or shows contempt for any officer or soldier of the U.S. she shall be regarded and held liable as a woman of the town plying her avocation.”

· In 1863, Abraham Lincoln delivers the Emancipation Proclamation, which wiped out property rights worth millions of dollars.

· In 1917, Woodrow Wilson issues E.O. 2604, imposing censorship on all telegraph and telephone lines, with authority going to the War Department.

· In 1942, Franklin Roosevelt issues E.O. 9066, leading to curfews, removal from homes and businesses, and ultimately incarceration of Americans of Japanese decent.

· In 1947, Harry Truman issues E.O.?, creating a special government commission to investigate the alleged flying saucer crash in Roswell, New Mexico.

· In 1948, Harry Truman issues E.O. 9981, effectively ending discrimination in the United States Armed Forces. Truman “instructed the Secretary of Defense to take steps to have the remaining instances of discrimination in the armed forces eliminated as rapidly as possible.”

· In 1953, Dwight Eisenhower issues NSC 144/1, setting out U.S. policy on Latin America and expressed concern with the movement “toward radical and nationalistic regimes.” The order initiated a coup ultimately overturning the Guatemalan government led by Jacobo Arbenz Guzman.

· In 1961, John Kennedy issues NSAM 31, authorizing the Bay of Pigs operation.

· In 1964, Lyndon Johnson issues NSAM 308 and 313 authorizing a propaganda effort, “ I have therefore designated Mr. Robert Manning, Assistant Secretary of State for Public Affairs, to generate and to coordinate a broad program to bring to the American people a complete and accurate picture of the United States involvement in Southeast Asia, and to show why this involvement is essential.”

· In 1971, Richard Nixon issues E.O. 11605 reinvigorating the Subversive Activities Control Board designed to curb the activities of protestors against the Vietnam War.

· In 1974, Gerald Ford issues Proclamation 4311, pardoning Richard Nixon.

· In 1981, Jimmy Carter issues E.O. 12279, addressing the agreement with Iran to secure the release of American hostages in return for Iranian assets frozen in the United States and the establishment of an arbitration process to settle private claims against Iran.

· In 1986, Ronald Reagan issues NSDD 17, Policy on Cuba, Nicaragua, Honduras, and El Salvador. “The U.S. policy is therefore to assist in defeating the insurgency in El Salvador, and to oppose actions by Cuba, Nicaragua, or others to introduce into Central America heavy weapons, troops from outside the region, trained subversives, or arms and military supplies for insurgents.”

· In 1991, George H.W. Bush issues a signing statement reacting to the 1991 Civil Rights Act (Bush signed into law) referred to “quotas or unfair preferences” and ordered that “incentives to engage in such illegal conduct” were to be banned.

· In 1993, Bill Clinton issues the Memorandum on Ending Discrimination in the Military. The memorandum required the secretary of defense to draft an executive order “ending discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation to determine who may serve in the Armed Forces of the United States.”

· In 2001, George W. Bush issues E.O. 13199, Establishment of White House Office of Faith-Based and Community Initiatives designed to increase contract delivery of various kinds of programs in cooperation with religiously affiliated organizations.
· In 2010, Barack Obama issues E. O. 13546 Optimizing the Security of Biological Select Agents and Toxins in the United States.
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Franklin D. Roosevelt (1933-1945) EO's 6071-9537


3.466 orders

Harry S Truman (1945-1953) EO's 9538-10431


 
   893 orders
Dwight D. Eisenhower (1953-1961) EO's 10432-10913


   481 orders
John F. Kennedy (1961-1963) EO's 10914-11127


  
   213 orders
Lyndon B. Johnson (1963-1969) EO's 11128-11451


   323 orders
Richard Nixon (1969-1974) EO's 11452-11797


   
   345 orders
Gerald R. Ford (1974-1977) EO's 11798-11966


   
   168 orders
Jimmy Carter (1977-1981) EO's 11967-12286


  
   319 orders
Ronald Reagan (1981-1989) EO's 12287-12667


 
   380 orders
George H.W. Bush (1989-1993) EO's 12668-12833


   165 orders
Bill Clinton (1993-2001) EO's 12834-13197



   363 orders
George W. Bush (2001-2009) EO’s 13198 – 13486


   
   648 orders
Barack Obama (2009-present) EO’s 13489- 13562


     73 orders
