Attachment 7
Sample Questions for Discussion
Review questions:
· What is the oldest written constitution in the world?  

· What are the dates of the writing of the constitutions of Ireland, Jordan, and Colombia?

· What are the parts of a constitution?

· What is the purpose of a preamble? 

· Read aloud the preambles of the UDHR and the constitutions of the US, Ireland, Jordan and Colombia.

· Discuss a goal of each preamble.

· Which country’s preamble do you feel is the most poetic, most comprehensive, most functional?  Defend you choice.

· What is the purpose of the body of a constitution?
· How many articles/titles/chapters in each document studied?
· Which document/constitution is the most lengthy?  Speculate why?

· Explain how voting protects the rights of the people?  

· Compare the suffrage rights of each country’s constitution.

· What is an amendment?
· Define referendum. 
· How are each of the constitutions/document amended?
· Which process do you feel is the most democratic?  Justify your answer.  

· How many amendments to the US Constitutions?  

· Do you feel that the US Constitution is too difficult to amend?  Explain.  What alternatives would you favor?

· Explain how the amendment process can uphold and protect democratic principles? 
· What is the Universal Declaration of Human Rights?
· When and explain why was it written?  

· Explain the difference between “civil and political rights” compared to “economic, social and cultural rights”.  Cite two or more example found in each of the following: the US constitution, the UDHR, and the constitutions of Ireland, Jordan, and Colombia.  
· Read aloud specific sections of a “right” in each constitution and UDHR.  
· How do the rights listed in the constitutions and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights reflect the history and experiences of the times in which they were written?  
· How do the rights listed in the constitutions uphold and protect democratic principles? 
· Explain how the United Nations’ Universal Declaration of Human Rights is similar to and different from the U.S. Bill of Rights?  
· Which aspects of American constitutional democracy have been particularly influential in other countries?  Why?

· Which aspects of American constitutional democracy have been particularly influential in other countries?  Why?
· In what ways are the principles in America’s Constitution as relevant today as it was more than two centuries ago?  
· Identify several ways in which American can participate in and have an effect on international relations.

· Under what conditions, if any, should the US and other nations intervene in the affairs of other sovereign nations to stop them from violating human rights?  Use current examples to justify your response.  
· Speculate on the future success of the implementation of the UDHR.

· Discuss which rights in the UDHR are the most easily accepted?  Which are the least accepted?    Support your opinion with current examples both in and outside the US?
· Discuss how can American influence international relations?

· Discuss how can you influence the implementation of the UDHR?
